Risks of preterm delivery and association with maternal age, birth order, and fetal gender.
The risk of preterm delivery in a recent sample (1990-1994) of Italian liveborns was examined, taking into account child birth order, and maternal age and education in addition to the fetal gender. Univariate analyses showed that a higher risk was associated with male than female babies, with first- than second-born children, with older mothers, and with less educated mothers. The relative weights of the factors examined were evaluated through logistic regression analyses and the highest and the lowest risks were found to be associated with advanced maternal age and male fetal gender respectively. Our findings therefore suggest that biological factors associated more with advanced maternal age than with the male gender of the fetus may influence premature onset of labour.